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35th Japan-U.S. Teacher Education Consortium 

JUSTEC 2026 
Tentative Program​

October 22th-24th, 2026 
  

Supported by: 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology, Japan​

​
Conference Theme:​

Navigating Change: Advancing Teaching and Learning 
through Innovative Practice 

 
⭐️Registration & Payment  ⭐️Accommodation & Optional Tour   

 
Day 1 (Thursday, Oct. 22): Optional School/Facility Visit 
 
9:00-11:40​ Option 1: Waipahu High School 

Option 2: Hanahau‘oli School​
​ Tours may be combined if the minimum number of participants is not met. 

 
12:00​ ​ Back to UH Mānoa or the official hotel pick-up/drop-off location and dismiss. ​
 ​ ​ Lunch on your own. 
 
14:00-15:00 ​ Option 3: Sensory Room at UH Mānoa 
15:15-​ ​ Return shuttle available to the official hotel drop-off location 
 
 
Day 2 (Friday, Oct. 23): Keynote Address, Presentations, Reception 
 
10:00-​ ​ Registration                                           ​ ​        Venue: Campus Center​
 
 

10:30-​ ​ JUSTEC 2026 Opening & Announcement  ​
​ ​ Fred Hamel, Executive Director, JUSTEC U.S. Office 

Dean, School of Education, Distinguished Professor & Director, ​
​ Master of Arts in Teaching Program, University of Puget Sound​
​                      

Chie Ohtani, Executive Director, JUSTEC Japan Office 
Professor, College of Education, Tamagawa University 

  
10:50 ​ ​ Keynote Address 　​
​ ​ Change, Choice, and Courage: Ingredients for Meaningful Innovation 

Keynote Speaker:  Jamie Simpson Steele, PhD 
Professor, School of Teacher Education; 
Director of Assessment, Accreditation, and Accountability; 
College of Education, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

​ ​ Q&A  
​

​ Moderator: Kavita Rao, Professor, College of Education, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
​  

Note: To avoid confusion and to maintain consistency, the JUSTEC board has decided not to include the academic title except the keynote speaker. 
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https://justec-annual-conference.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sZ6XnLr2VBYwHSzWT240F7fqcjrEcFJNm2NzbjOQxJU/edit?usp=sharing
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12:00-13:30 ​ Lunch  
​

13:30-15:00  ​ Paper Presentations 1                                    　　Venue: Campus Center 
Time Moderator: Fred Hamel, University of Puget Sound 

13:30-14:00 Presentation 1: 
Hiromi Masunaga, California State University, Long Beach 
“Teaching through Problem Solving: U.S. Pre-service Teachers’ Analyses” 

14:00-14:30 Presentation 2: 
Luke Patmon, Denise Patmon, University of Massachusetts Boston 
Teacher Self-Reflection, Storytelling, and Innovative Pedagogical Tools 

14:30-15:00 Presentation 3: 
Manca Sustarsic, Holly Manaseri, Renz Louis T. Montano, Benji Whitenack; University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
“Supporting Campus Community Well-Being: Findings from a Sensory Room” 

                       
 
15:00-15:30​ Break ​(30 minutes)    *Poster presenters will set up posters during this time. ​

 

15:30-16:15​ Poster Presentations Part I (45 minutes)            Venue: Campus Center​
*Alphabetical order (last name), but placed the same team next to each other. 

1 Andromeda Hightower, Elmira College, NY​
Rejecting the Japan/US Dichotomy of Teacher Education: A Neuroqueering Nonbinary Theoretical 
Approach to ‘Negative’ Comparative Education 

2 Ashley Houston-King, University of Massachusetts Boston 
“Black Girl Literacies in Motion: Writing, Storytelling, and Self-Expression” 

3 Denise Patmon, Luke Patmon, Ashley Houston-King, University of Massachusetts Boston 
The American 250 Beloved Community 

4 Patricia Massoth, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, Tomonori ICHINOSE, National University 
Corporation Miyagi University of Education 
The Development of Pre- and In-Service Teachers’ Recognition of School Climate in Hawai‘i and 
Japan Through Short-Term Exchange Programs 

5 Saori MITA, Kokugakuin University​
Verification of the Effectiveness of a Ball Game Program for Facilitating the Transition from 
Kindergarten to Elementary School 

6 Taneshi Noel, Ruth Ahn, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 
Impact of Learning and Self-Care Strategies to Improve the Student Experience 

7 Asami Ohnuki, Shirayuri University; Rumi Haraguchi, Tokyo Gakugei University 
Different Perspectives on Dairy Farming among Dairy Farmers and Educators in 
Japan: Implications for Education Beyond the SDGs 

8 Chie Ohtani, Tamagawa University 
A Case Study of Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) in Teacher Education 

9 Ryuji OYA, Kokugakuin University 
Island-Based Inclusive Physical Education: Rethinking Body-Building Exercises in 
Multigrade Classes of Remote Japanese Schools 

 
 

 
Note: To avoid confusion and to maintain consistency, the JUSTEC board has decided not to include the academic title except the keynote speaker. 
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16:15-17:00​ Poster Presentations Part II (45 minutes)​          Venue: Campus Center 

10 Puja Patel, University of Washington 
“It Feels Like I’m Not Weird” Humanizing Mathematics Classrooms: Storytelling to Make 
Connections with Multilingual 

11 Lilian Rebamonte-Smith, Brittni Ramos, University of Hawaiʻi - Leeward Community College 
From Pilot to Pathway: Institutionalizing an Earn-and-Learn Special Education Preparation Model 

12 Davide Samulski, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
Transnational Intersectionality: Equipping Hawaii K-12 teachers with Global to Local Praxis 
through Professional Development in Barcelona 

13 Jennifer Stanchfield, Professional Development Provider for Educators and Teacher Training 
Programs 
Inspire, Engage, Connect, and Reflect Harness the Power of Active Learning and Experiential 
Reflection: Innovative Neuroscience-Informed Techniques for the “Educator as Facilitator” 

14 Lou Tolosa-Casadont, University of Georgia​
Rural FIELLDS: Facilitating Innovation, Engagement, and Literacy for Language Development in 
Students 

15 Kiyomi Umezawa, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
Music for Everyone!: Two Preschool Teachersʻ Professional Development Effort 

16 Eriko Yamada, The University of Tokyo 
Becoming Teachers in Japan: Life Stories and Identity Work of First-Generation Migrant Teachers 

17 Mizuki Yasumi, Yuko Ida, Akie Kozuka, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa​
Autoethnographic Explorations: Reflections on the Praxis of Multicultural Education and Teacher 
Professional Development from Early Childhood to Higher Education in Japan and the United 
States 

 
                    

 

18:00-20:00  ​ Reception & Networking （情報交換会） Venue: Campus Center  

​ ​ Greetings   ​
​ ​ Nathan Murata, Dean, College of Education, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
​
​ ​ Photo Session for a good memory of JUSTEC 2026 

 
 
 

Day 3 (Saturday, Oct. 24): Presentations 
 
9:00-10:30 ​ Paper Presentations 2                    ​ ​            Venue: Campus Center 

Note: To avoid confusion and to maintain consistency, the JUSTEC board has decided not to include the academic title except the keynote speaker. 
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Time Room 1: PRESERVICE TEACHER 
LEARNING 

Moderator: Denise Patmon, University of 
Massachusetts Boston 

Room 2: CONCEPTIONS OF TEACHING 
ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

Moderator: ​
Kaori Burkart, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 

9:00-9:30 Presentation 4: 
Eri OSADA, Kokugakuin University 
​
Interrelationships among Pre-service Teachers’ 
Reflections, Perceived Competencies, and 
Instructional Anxiety: Evidence from a Teacher 
Education Course in Japan 

Presentation 7: 
Shun Morimoto, Toru Murayama, Tamagawa 
University 
​
The Relationship Between 
Autonomy-Supportive Orientation and 
Self-Efficacy for 
Engagement Strategies among Pre-Service 
English Teachers in Japan 
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​
10:30-10:45​ Break (15 minutes)  
 

10:45-12:15 ​ Paper Presentations 3                    ​ ​            Venue: Campus Center 

 
12:15-13:30​ Lunch on your own 
 

 

Note: To avoid confusion and to maintain consistency, the JUSTEC board has decided not to include the academic title except the keynote speaker. 
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9:30-10:00 Presentation 5: 
Nobuko NARITA, Eri OSADA, Kokugakuin 
University 
 
Differences in Perceptions of Mock Lessons 
Between Pre-service Students and Teachers in 
Japanese Teacher Education 

Presentation 8: 
Stephanie Yagata, Kobe City University of 
Foreign Studies 
 
Barriers for in-service teachers implementing 
graduate school learning in teaching practice 
 

10:00-10:30 Presentation 6: 
Lou Tolosa-Casadont, University of Georgia 
 
Active learning and the development of 
leadership skills in a teacher education program 

Presentation 9: 
Katsuhide Yagata, Kobe City University of 
Foreign Studies 
 
Exploring In-service EFL Teachers’ Comments 
on Peers’ Reflective Journals 

Time Room 1: CULTIVATING COMMUNITY, 
DIALOGUE, & INQUIRY 

Moderator: 
Rachel Orgel, University of Florida 

Room 2: TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS 
IN TEACHER EDUCATION 

Moderator:  
Shun Morimoto, Tamagawa University 

10:45-11:15 Presentation 10: 
Thomas Yos, University of Hawai‘i, Mānoa 
 
Designing Intellectually Safe Communities of 
Inquiry: Studies in p4c Hawai‘i Style Dialogue 

Presentation 13: 
Amy Crawley, William Crawley, ​
Patricia Barrington, Anika Moore, University of 
West Florida 
 
Participation in Poverty Simulations and Teacher 
Education: Ingredients for Meaningful 
Innovation 

11:15-11:45 Presentation 11: 
Aimee H. Barber, University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette 
 
Disciplined Presence in Teacher Education: 
Reflective Dialogue and Inquiry Stance for 
Seeking the Common Good in Politically 
Polarized Contexts 

Presentation 14: 
John L. Pecore, University of West Florida;  
Franklin S. Allaire, University of 
Houston-Downtown; Ramya Sivaraj, St. Cloud 
State University 
 
Who’s in Control? An I-TPACK Perspective on 
Preserving Preservice Teacher Agency in 
AI-Supported 5E Lesson Design 

11:45-12:15 Presentation 12: 
Aya Watanabe, Benjamin Lukey 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
 
Weaving Precultural and Prelinguistic 
Experience in the Classroom 
-The Role of Philosopher in Residence in 
philosophy for children Hawaiʻi 

Presentation 15: 
Eiji TOMIDA 
Ehime University 
 
Hyper-Backward Design: Elevating Teachers 
from ICT Consumers to Prosumers 
through Professional Development Programs 
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13:30-14:30​ Paper Presentations 4                    ​ ​            Venue: Campus Center 

Time Room 1: TEACHER LEARNING THROUGH 
NARRATIVE  

Moderator: Chisato Nonaka, Kyushu University 

Room 2: SCIENCE TEACHER EDUCATION 
Moderator:  

John L. Pecore, University of West Florida 

13:30-14:00 Presentation 16: 
Erkki T. Lassila, Kobe University; Anniina 
Kettunen, University of Oulu 
 
Telling oneself as a future teacher with 
photographs: Examining Japanese and Finnish 
pre-service teachers’ stories 

Presentation 18: 
Sachiko Tosa, Niigata University 
 
Effectiveness of a Peer Mentoring System to 
Improve College Physics Classes in Japan 

14:00-14:30 Presentation 17: 
Adam Tanare Jr.,  
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
 
Playing Through Change: Autoethnography, 
Narrative Media, and Reflective Practice in 
Teacher Education 
 

Presentation 19: 
Rumi Haraguchi, 
Tokyo Gakugei University; Asami Ohnuki, 
Shirayuri University 
 
Anxieties felt by pre-service elementary school 
teachers regarding the design of 
classroom libraries 

 
14:30-14:45 ​ Break (15 minutes)  
 

14:45-15:45​ Paper Presentations 5                    ​ ​            Venue: Campus Center 

Time Room 1: DEVELOPING SUPPORTIVE 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 

Moderator: ​
William Crawley, University of West Florida 

Room 2: BUILDING INCLUSIVE 
PRACTICES 
Moderator: ​

Sachiko Tosa, Niigata University 

14:45-15:15 Presentation 20: 
Richard Gordon, Seisa University 
 
The Micro-Ecology of Seisa Academy: A 
Learning Environment Designed for 
Neurodiverse High-Ability Students 

Presentation 22: 
Holly Manaseri, Manca Sustarsic, Renz Louis T. 
Montano, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
 
Post-Secondary Training on Inclusive Practices: 
Student Perspectives 

15:15-15:45 Presentation 21: 
FUKUDA, Chihiro 
Mukogawa Women’s University 
 
Teachers’ Interpretations of Career Education 
in Student Guidance: A Perspective from Care 
Ethics 

Presentation 23: 
Chisato Nonaka, Kyushu University 
 
From Classroom Tensions to Teaching Insights: 
Developing Intercultural Facilitation Skills 
Through Action Research 

 
15:45-16:00 ​ Break (15 minutes)  
 
16:00- 16:20    Closing & Next JUSTEC Information 

  ​ ​ Remarks from the Next Host University 
Eiji Tomida​

​ College of Education, Ehime University & JUSTEC Governing Board Member 
 

  ​ ​ Dismiss (Dinner on your own)  
​
18:30-20:30​ Governing Board Dinner Meeting​
                         (Governing Board Members & UHM Key Persons only) 
Note: To avoid confusion and to maintain consistency, the JUSTEC board has decided not to include the academic title except the keynote speaker. 
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